
II Peter 2:20-22 
 

For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with 

them than the beginning.  For it had been better for them not to have known the way of 

righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto 

them.  But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own 

vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire. 

 

We know these are people had become Christians because it says they had "escaped the 

pollutions of the world through the knowledge of ... Christ."  Only a Christian has escaped his 

sins through the knowledge of Christ.  Here is how Heb 3:1,12 puts it - "Wherefore, holy 

brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our 

profession, Christ Jesus; ...Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of 

unbelief, in departing from the living God." 

 

But these Christians had become entangled again in the sins of the world.  And so the text says 

about them "the latter end is worse with them than the beginning."  In other words, they would 

have been better off never having become a Christian in the first place, than becoming a 

Christian and then quit serving the Lord.  Obviously a person who has never become a Christian 

is not going to be saved, so if the fallen away Christian is worse off than that, then he is not 

going to be saved either.  So this is a clear example of a text that proves Once Saved Always 

Saved is false. 

 

Verse 22 has a couple of analogies to illustrate.  One of them involves a pig that is washed 

returning to the mud.  This is a how God views a fallen away Christian.  It is like washing a pig 

(that would be the initial forgiveness of sins when a person is born again), and then the pig 

returning back into the mud.  That would be like a Christian returning to the sins of the world 

from which he came. 


